An Important Announcement from Fr. Pete
May 24, 2020
Dear Friends,

Over these past several weeks of uncertainty, the number one question on everyone’s mind has been, “When can we celebrate Mass again?”  However, from what I hear, the second most common question on the minds of St. Bavo parishioners has been, “Is Fr. Pete coming back for another year?”  The short answer is, “Yes,” I am not leaving at the end of June, when my current assignment ends.  I am very relieved to say that, because this would be a terrible time to change Pastors, just when the people of the Church need trusted, caring leadership the most.  However, there is more to the story than just another one-year extension.

You may recall that I was sent to St. Bavo to serve as “Administrator” for one year, until a more permanent “Pastor” could be assigned.  An Administrator is expected to “hold down the fort,” so to speak, to make sure that the bills are paid, masses are celebrated, and the community remains relatively stable during an interim period.  Of course, I have tried to be a responsible steward for each of the past three years, as my assignment kept getting renewed for another year.  But, with regard to the people of the Parish, I have considered myself to be your Pastor (literally, your “Shepherd”) from the first day that you were put under my care, on July 1, 2017.  Well, now I will have the title officially.  My Superiors in the Congregation of Holy Cross and Bishop Rhoades have jointly approved my appointment to a six-year term as Pastor of St. Bavo Parish, from July 1, 2020 until June 30, 2026.

My most immediate concern remains keeping everyone safe and spiritually nourished during this pandemic, which still has no end in sight.  Once we get past that and return to some sense of normalcy, we can start to think about the future of the parish – the strengths that we can build on, and the weaknesses that we can build up.  But, for now, keep those masks on, stay home if you are at risk, and let’s weather this storm together.






Your loving shepherd,
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